The microbiology and cleaning of thermoplastic splints in burn care.
The ability of thermoplastic splints to be a vehicle for the transfer of microorganisms from the burn wound was explored. Twenty splints were evaluated and 10 (50%) were found to have recoverable microorganisms immediately after being removed from the burn patient. Air drying for 10 minutes was not shown to be an effective method of removing contaminating microorganisms. A cleaning protocol using a quaternary ammonia solution proved to be 100% effective in removing microorganisms from thermoplastic splint material.